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Ministry With Our Friends In Israel

s I write this letter I am

flying home from San

Francisco, CA where my

wife and I attended the
memorial service of Moishe Rosen,
founder of Jews for Jesus. Moishe
was a dynamic man whose life touched
thousands. He was instrumental in
launching Jewish evangelism into the
forefront of missions. Jews for Jesus is
the most recognized Jewish ministry in
the world. We are blessed to have a
close relationship with Jews for Jesus.
And I am personally indebted to Moishe
Rosen and to the ministry of Jews for
Jesus for helping me to become the
ministry leader that I am.

Though our ministries are not organi-
zationally connected, we are con-
nected in our mutual desire to see the
gospel proclaimed to the Jewish com-
munity around the world. Because of
our mutual desire, we work together on
many occasions. It is my belief that
ministries should cooperate more and
compete less. We do that with our
friends in Jews for Jesus and with many
other Jewish mission agencies and con-
gregations as well.

The most significant work we do with
Jews for Jesus is joining them on out-
reach campaigns throughout the
United States and abroad. Most re-
cently we have joined them to help
with their Behold Your God cam-
paign in Israel. Casey has travelled to
Israel the past three years to help reach
the Jewish community in the land of Is-
rael. I was supposed to go this year but,
due to some passport issues, was unable
to go. I will be travelling to Israel in the
near future to work to reach my people
in that special land. It is our hope to do
more outreach in Israel, because God is
at work there.

Though our primary outreach
is to the Jewish community of
Atlanta, we also minister to
Jewish people throughout the
southeast and in Israel.

Israel is 85% Jewish, and most Jew-
ish people are secular. They are not
religious Jewish people, for the most
part. Many Jewish people in Israel are
from other parts of the world. Many
are from Russia and have very little re-
ligious training at all. The bottom line
is that Israel is the hub of the Jewish
community and is the Jewish home-
land. We need to be reaching our
people there.

I had a conversation with a pastor of a
large local church who insisted to me
that evangelism in the land of Israel
was illegal. Many people do think that
it is illegal to talk to people about Jesus
in Israel. I have said it before, it is not
illegal to share the Gospel in Israel.
Not only is it not illegal, but it is nec-
essary and we are commanded to go.
There are several reasons why it is im-
portant to bring the message of Jesus
back to the Jewish people in Israel. Let
me share a few.

Israel Is Central To God’s Heart And
Plan

As I write international criticism of
Israel is increasing. Israel tried to stop
a flotilla of boats carrying aid to Pales-
tinians in Gaza, several activists were
killed, and the media war began. To
this point, Israel has lost that media war,
and the world turns further against Is-
rael. The battle rages.

I am not writing to address the necessity
for the blockade, whether or not it is
fair, whether the Israclis did the right
thing, or whether the Palestinians are
being unfairly treated. What 1 am
writing about is the biblical truth that
Israel and the Jewish people have
been, and will always be, the target of
the worlds scorn. Few people or coun-
tries come to the aid of Israel while
many gather against her.

But God has a plan for Israel and for
the Jewish people. Because he chose
the Jewish people through which to
bring us salvation in the person of Mes-
siah Jesus, He promises that He will
keep His promises to the Jewish people.
Those promises include protection as a
people.

The Jewish people have a special place
in God’s heart and plan. As believers
in the Messiah we know that peace
will not come to the Middle East until
Jesus returns to establish His King-
dom. We know that there cannot be
reconciliation between the Palestinians
and the Israelis until the Prince of Peace
brings His truth into the hearts of indi-
viduals. We know that peace is not the
absence of conflict but the presence of
God. Because of those truths we have
to bring Jesus to the Israeli Jewish
community.
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Because Israel has a special place in
God’s heart and plan, we need to make
sure the truth of Messiah goes back to
them. They gave us Jesus. We must
go to them with the message.

Israel Is An Open Land

There is one democracy in the Mid-
dle East. It is Israel. There is one
hope for freedom in that area of the
world. It is Isracl. Because Israel is a
free democracy, the proclamation of
the Gospel in the land of Israel is al-
lowed. Thank God there are mis-
sionaries throughout Israel reaching
out to both the Jewish and Muslim
communities.

While in Israel there are times that we
run into opposition. Though most Is-
raelis are open, there are those who
oppose the message of Jesus. Most of
the opposition comes from the reli-
gious. And, at times, there is hostility.
Usually the police are there to make
sure that no one is harmed and that the
freedom of speech is protected. We
thank God that Israel is a land where
we can preach the message of Jesus in
freedom.

Not only is Israel an open country to
proclaim the message of Jesus, but
Jewish people in Israel are open to
the message. During outreach in Israel
it is not unusual to get the names of 70
to 100 Jewish people who are inter-
ested in exploring the truth of Jesus in
more depth. Maybe they are open to
talking to another person. Perhaps they
are interested in reading more informa-
tion or even receiving a New Testa-
ment. But, Jewish people in Israel are
opening to the message of Jesus.

I have been in touch with Casey
throughout her time doing street minis-
try just north of Tel Aviv. Her reports
are amazing. God is at work in the
hearts of Israclis. She has told me sto-
ries of Jewish people coming to know
Jesus right on the streets of Israel.
While doing calling from the phone
book Israelis are asking questions and
requesting materials. We are in Israel
because Jewish Israelis are open to the
Gospel message!
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Israel Needs The Gospel

Jesus wept over Jerusalem. He
looked over the city and lamented, i O h

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill th
prophets and stone those sent to yo
how often | have longed to gather you
children together as a hen gathers he
chicks under her wings, but you wer

not  wiMatthéwr2337 dln Mat-
thew Chapter 10 when He sent His
disciples out He said these words to
them...0 Do not go amo

or enter any town of the Samaritans.

Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel

As you go preach
kingdom of h e aMae n
thew 10:5-6

Israel and Jerusalem have a special
place in God’s heart and plan. Though
my people have historically “not
been willing” God’s love for them is
just the same. He loved them so much
that he sent Messiah redeemer to be-
come their salvation!

Today, though some are not willing
to hear the message, many are. And
it is our obligation to sow the seed, pro-
claim the message, and bring the Good
News to Israel in hopes of a great har-
vest and an impact for the Kingdom of
God. We are there now. We are work-
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ing alongside our friends in Jews for Je-
sus to proclaim the message of Messiah
Jesus. He has come!

As the world continues to focus on
the events in the Middle East and Is-
rael we will be there. As the world
looks at Israel with scorn we will be
there. As we wait for the Messiah to
return to bring His peace we will be
there. Please pray for us as we bring
the message of Jesus to the Jewish
community in Israel.

Harvest Summer
QOutreach

When Casey returns from Israel we are
planning our annual local outreach to
the Jewish community here in Atlanta.

We will be spending most of our time
mmlstermg to the Russian Jewish com-
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ours, Bob Josey, with Messiah for Is-
rael ministries here in Atlanta. Behold

td dSvell (Anf Wofkt) Bgther in unity!

Please pray for us this summer as we
work hard to bring the truth of our
Messiah Jesus back to the Jewish
people.

Thank You!

We have many wonderful God given
opportunities to see Jewish lives being
changed by the message of Messiah Je-
sus.

Thank you for loving the Jewish people.
Thank you for praying. Thank you for
standing with us to bring Jesus back to
the Jewish community.

Your prayers and financial support
make what we do possible.

In the service of the King,

Murray Tilles...for’the staff
Light of Messiah Ministries




