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he Jewish High Holi-
days begin in Septem-
ber. Jewish people 
around the world will 
be spending time in the 

synagogue asking God to forgive their 
sins. The Shofar (ram’s horn) will be 
blown, announcing the Jewish Rabbini-
cal New Year, and calling my people to 
repentance. Another season, another 
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement), will 
come and go. And so, the New Year for 
Jewish people is next month. The cycle 
continues. 
 
Sometimes I spend the day of Yom 
Kippur in  a local synagogue. It is my 
time to pray for my people. It is my 
time to connect with the Jewish com-
munity in a special way, on a special 
day. Yom Kippur, the most holy of 
days for Jewish people, is a day of fast-
ing and repentance. And yet, if one 
were to ask a Jewish person if they 
knew they were written in the “Book of 
Life”, their answer would be, “Nobody 
can know if they are going to heaven. 
We must try to live a good life and hope 
that God will be merciful.” As we near 
another Jewish year, according to the 
Rabbis, I would like to help you under-
stand the spiritual condition of my peo-
ple and our need to reach them with the 
message of Jesus. 
 
I want to preface what I am about to 
say with a word of caution. When 
communicating the spiritual condition 
of my people I am taking many risks. I 
am taking the risk that some my mis-
quote me or take something I say out of 
context. I am taking the risk that some 
may take what I say and begin to think 
negatively about my people. I am taking 
the risk that some may misunderstand 
me and think that I am  have an agenda 
against my people. This  could not be 

ble with. My false promises. Yes, I know 
in the three steps of repentance—
acknowledgement of the sin, regret for 
the sin, and a promise not to do the sin 
again—I am clear on the first two. But 
year after year, I find myself in schul 
(synagogue), making the same prom-
ises, having the same regrets, seeing the 
same failures—with new ones added to 
boot. And I grow weary. Wary. How 
could I be here every year saying the 
same things, knowing I wouldn’t man-
age to keep my word? How meaningless 
is that? It is like a Hollywood mar-
riage—they say the vows, but everyone 
knows it will never last...All my life I 
worried so about my sins, my wrongdo-
ings, my faults, my failures, that the 
only image I had was of a vengeful, ex-
acting God towering above us merci-
lessly...I recently returned to ser-
vices...Maybe my sins—whatever they 
are, however and whoever is counting—
are forgiven. Maybe.” 
 
Any hope, without knowing God, is 
fleeting at best. Humanity is separated 
from God because of sin. My people are 
no different. Striving to please God in 
our own power gets us no where be-
cause we are powerless against sin. And 
so my people strive, humanity strives, 
hoping but never knowing, praying and 
always wondering, striving for a rela-
tionship with God that only Jesus can 
give us. 
 

My People are Directionless 
 
Some have called the Jewish people a 
missionary people without a mission. 
In the Old Testament my people were 
called to be the people who carried the 
truth of the One True God to the rest of 
the world. We all know the story. God 
knew that my people would fail in 
their mission. Though chosen by God, 
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further from the truth. I love my peo-
ple. I desire for my people to know the 
hope that I have in our Messiah Jesus 
who has come. My purpose for writ-
ing this letter is to help you know my 
people better. I will take the risk be-
cause it is not only my responsibility to 
uphold my people, but it is my respon-
sibility to give you relevant information 
regarding my people so that your heart 
my be extended to them. My hope is 
that you will respond by praying 
more fervently for my people and for 
our ministry.  
 

My People are Hopeless 
 
Hear the words of a Jewish woman, 
Amy Klein, from her article entitled 
“Sin...A Yom Kippur Essay” in an is-
sue of Chai Magazine, a local Jewish 
periodical. Her words echo the 
thoughts of countless Jewish people 
who will be in synagogue next month. 
 
“Yom Kippurs pass, awesome in their 
familiarity...I am repentant at times 
and questioning at others. ‘For the sin 
we have sinned before you through de-
nial and false promises…’ This is the 
one (confession) I have the most trou-
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My people need to know that the way 
to the Father is through the Son.  
They need to know that God loves 
them and sent Messiah Jesus to give 
them new life. 
 
Thank you for standing with us in 
our efforts to reach Jewish people 
with the message of Jesus. Your 
prayers and financial support help to 
make our ministry possible. 
 
For the staff, 
 
Murray Tilles 
Light of Messiah Ministries 
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we dropped the ball. We failed. God 
knew we would. But He never fails. 
And so, He promised Messiah would 
carry the ball for everyone that through 
faith in Him we could enter into rela-
tionship with the Holy One. Because of 
our transgression salvation came to the 
world (Romans 11). 
 
My people  have, as a community, re-
jected God’s provision in Messiah Je-
sus. And so my people have lost the 
“mission” mindset. No longer are we a 
missionary people for God. Instead we 
have replaced that God given mission. 
Spiritual hope has been replaced by a 
desire to “make the world a better place 
to live in.” Today we witness the world 
being blessed by the humanitarian and 
philanthropic endeavors of many in the 
Jewish community. This is a good 
thing. However, what God wants 
from my people is purposed living fo-
cused in the direction of the One who 
loves them so much and died for 
their sins.  
 

My People are Godless 
 
Dennis Prager, best selling Jewish 
author and radio personality, in an 
article entitled “Ignoring God” in 
ann issue of “Kosher Spirit” maga-
zine, writes… 
 
(Dennis Prager, an Orthodox Jewish man, does 
not, out of respect write the name God, he instead 
writes G-d. I have used G-d where he did) 
 
“The people who brought G-d to the 
world don’t have much to do with Him. 
Perhaps the saddest aspect of modern 
Jewish life is how unimportant G-d is 
to most Jews. Reasons for this include 
Jews identify religion with persecution 
and secularism with freedom; Jews are 
the most highly educated ethnic group 
in America and therefore secularly in-
fluenced from kindergarten to graduate 
school; even religious Jewish life often 
has little G-d-centeredness. Whatever 
the reason, it is a fact that G-d plays 
little role in Jewish life...It is a tragedy 
for Jews individually, since without  G-
d in one’s life, one’s sense of purpose 
and level of happiness are dramatically 
affected. Human beings are wired for 
the transcendent, and children, in par-
ticular, suffer from the absence of G-d 

in their lives...That most Jewish parents 
are unable to say to their child, ‘G-d 
loves you’ or ‘Look at that gorgeous 
sunset—isn’t G-d amazing?’ is sad be-
yond words. Many Jewish parents fear 
that their child may become ‘too reli-
gious’ but never worry that they might 
become too secular...Yet ‘too secular’ 
is exactly what most Jews have become, 
even many who observe some Jewish 
laws. The average Bar-Mitzvah is de-
void of G-d and sanctity; and the aver-
age Jewish education, even in many 
Jewish day schools, may be Hebrew-
centered or even observance –centered, 
but it is rarely G-d-centered.” 
 
It shocks people when I share in 
churches that, statistically speaking, 
less that 20 percent of the Jewish 
community would be considered reli-
gious by Orthodox Jewish standards. 
Seventy two percent of the Jewish 
community in Atlanta are not affiliated 
with a synagogue. Most Jewish people 
in Israel are either atheists or agnostic. 
Either they do not believe in God or 
they are not sure there is a God. 
 
It is a sad fact that my people have 
abandoned their relationship with God 

Thank You! 

who loves them so much. Jesus looked 
over the city of Jerusalem and wept as 
he saw how far my people had strayed 
from their Maker.  
 
My people need to return to God. Jesus 
is that way. 
 

My People are Searching 
 
I have been involved in Jewish minis-
try for 24 years. Jewish people are 
searching like never before. Unfortu-
nately, there is a dark side to the spiri-
tual searching most Jewish people are 
going through. Jewish people are ex-
perimenting in other religions such as 
Buddhism and Hinduism. Many Jewish 
people are dabbling in the occult. The 
reason that Jewish people are looking 
for spiritual satisfaction outside of 
mainstream Judaism is the lack of spiri-
tual substance that most Jewish people 
are getting in the synagogue, from their 
Rabbis, and within the Jewish commu-
nity.  
 
But, God has His hand on my people 
and will continue to draw them to 
Himself. Many Jewish people are be-
ing touched by our ministry and the 
work we are doing. 
 
We are working hard because my peo-
ple are searching and in need of under-
standing the Good News that our Mes-
siah has come and that His Name is Je-
sus! 


